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Patent Quality Initiative Update 



Software Partnership Meetings 

• USPTO held four Software Partnership meetings last 

year: 

– Stanford Law School, CA (February 12, 2013)  

– NYU Law School, NYC (February 27,  2013) 

– Berkeley Law School, CA (October 17, 2013) 

– Alexandria, VA (December 5, 2013) 
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Software Partnership Meetings 

• Alexandria, VA Software Partnership Meeting 

(December 5, 2013) 

– Discussed existing prior art resources and search tools 

available to examiners 

– Sought input from public on enhancing prior art 

resources 

– FR Notice requesting comments on prior art resources 

and search techniques (comment deadline – March 14, 

2014) 
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Training Update 

• Post-Myriad Training 

– Comprehensive guidance for eligibility 

determinations of claims involving laws of nature, 

natural phenomena, and natural products 

– Examiner training – February/March 
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Training Update 
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Training Update 

• Upcoming training on 35 USC 112: 

– Claim construction (BRI)  

– Definiteness of claims and sufficient disclosure 

 

**Clarity of the prosecution record continues to be a 

main theme 
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Questions and Comments? 

 

 

Drew Hirshfeld 

Deputy Commissioner for Patent  

Examination Policy 

571-272-2168 

Andrew.Hirshfeld@uspto.gov 
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